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SOS-TORTURE Burundi REPORT NO. 513 PUBLISHED ON 12 OCTOBER 2025 

 

This report by SOS-Torture Burundi covers the period from 4 to 11 October 2025. It 

documents cases of human rights violations committed on Burundian territory. 

 

During this period, four (4) people were murdered in the provinces of Bujumbura and 

Rumonge. 

 

1. Violation of the right to life 

 

- On Tuesday, October 7, 2025, in the morning, two lifeless bodies of men were 

found on the hills of Ndava-Village and Ruhagarika, respectively in the Ndava and 

Buganda zones of Bukinanyana commune, in the province of Bujumbura. 

 

According to eyewitnesses, the first body found on the hill of Ndava-Village was 

identified as Roti and resided on the same hill. He had left his home the day before 

to sell his goat at a price of four hundred and fifty thousand Burundian francs 

(450,000 Fbu). After the sale, he went to a cabaret to have a glass of beer, in the 

company of young Imbonerakure1 from this locality. 

 

During the evening, the Imbonerakure violently beat him with sticks, particularly in 

the head, before robbing him of his money. In a very critical condition, they took him 

to the local police station, but the head of the station refused to receive him and 

ordered them to take him to the hospital instead. Nevertheless, they reportedly 

abandoned Roti's body in the Kagunuzi River which carried him to the Rusizi River 

where he was found the next morning. The body was transferred to the morgue on 

the order of the administrative authorities pending the results of the investigation. 

 

The second body, that of an unidentified man, was discovered on the same day on 

the banks of the Muhira River, at the foot of Ruhagarika hill. According to 
                                                                   
1 Members of the youth league affiliated to the ruling CNDD-FDD (National Council for the Defense of 
Democracy-Forces for the Defense of Democracy) party. 
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eyewitnesses, the victim's arms were bound with his own shirt. The local 

administration ordered the burial of the victim's body at the very place of its 

discovery without waiting for an investigation to identify the victim and the 

perpetrators of the crime. 

 

SOS-Torture Burundi calls for the opening of an immediate, thorough and impartial 

investigation to identify the perpetrators of these crimes, bring them to justice and 

punish them in accordance with the law. 

 

- On Tuesday, October 7, 2025, in the morning, the lifeless body of a young woman 

known as Evelyne Mukamariza, 20 years old, was found in her house on the hill of 

Mutambara, Gatete zone, commune of Rumonge, in the province of Burunga. 

 

According to eyewitnesses, the body of Evelyne Mukamariza was found 

decapitated, locked inside her house in the locality called "Mjimwema". 

 

According to administrative and police sources, no suspect has yet been arrested 

as part of an investigation, but the victim's husband, who was nowhere to be found 

after the crime, is currently being sought, due to the recurring conflicts in this couple 

who had recently moved to Mutambara, from the Mudende zone, in the former 

commune of Buyengero attached to the commune of Rumonge following the new 

territorial division. 

 

SOS-Torture Burundi calls for the opening of a thorough investigation to identify the 

perpetrators of the crime, bring them to justice and punish them in accordance with 

the law. 

 

- On Thursday, October 9, 2025, at around 9 a.m., farmers on their way to their oil 

palm fields discovered the lifeless body of an unidentified young man in the valley of 

the Dama River on Mwange hill, Kizuka zone, Rumonge commune, Burunga 

province. 
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According to these eyewitnesses, the victim's arms were bound by a rope. His 

attackers allegedly murdered him in the Dama River valley before throwing the body 

into a gutter on the side of National Road No. 3. The body was transferred to the 

morgue of the Rumonge hospital after the findings made by a judicial police officer. 

 

SOS-Torture Burundi calls for the opening of a thorough and impartial investigation 

to identify the victim and the perpetrators of the crime so that they can be brought to 

justice and punished in accordance with the law. 

           

SOS-Torture/Burundi was initiated with the aim of informing national and international 

opinion about the serious human rights violations underway in Burundi through 

monitoring reports, particularly on torture, arbitrary arrests, enforced disappearances, 

sexual violence and summary executions. 

 

This initiative to inform about the realities of the country followed the carnage of a 

hundred people killed during the day of December 11 and December 12, 2015 by 

police and soldiers under the pretext of pursuing rebels who had just attacked military 

camps located on the outskirts of the capital. 

 

The affected areas are said to be protest areas of President Nkurunziza's third term, 

namely Musaga, Mutakura, Cibitoke, Nyakabiga, Jabe, the last two being located in 

the center of the Bujumbura City Hall. 


