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This SOS-Torture Burundi report covers the period from 29 August to 5 September
2026. It documents cases of human rights violations committed on Burundian territory.

During this period, two (2) people were murdered and one (1) other was seriously
injured in Gitega province.

The resurgence and recurrence of criminal activity in Gitega pravince continue to raise
serious concerns regarding respect for human rights. This situation is particularly
worrying in light of the previous report, which documented the killing of five (5) people
in the provinces of Bujumbura and Gitega provinces, as well as the arbitrarily arrest of

six (6) other individuals by police in Gitega province.

1. Violation of the right to life

- On Tuesday, September 1, 2026, in the night, Imbonerakure murdered?! an old man
identified as Ndaganiye, 70 years old, at his home, located on Nete hill, in Kiganda

commune, Gitega province.

According to his wife's testimony, masked Imbonerakure broke into Ndaganiye's
home in the middle of the night, after forcing the door of the house, while he was
sleeping beside his wife. They then rushed the victim and murdered her with

machetes, before fleeing the scene.

However, these Imbonerakure were pursued by residents alerted by the shouts and
public clamor. Residents of Nete Hill managed to arrest a certain Bweri, an
Imbonerakure from the same hill and recently released from Murembwe prison,

located in the commune of Rumonge.

1 Members of the youth league dffiliated to the ruling CNDD-FDD (National Council for the Defense of Democracy-
Forces for the Defense of Democracy).
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However, several other Imbonerakure intervened to free their colleague, who
immediately fled. Since then, no investigation has been opened to identify and arrest
all the Imbonerakure involved in Ndaganiye's assassination.

SOS-Torture Burundi calls on the police and judicial authorities to open an
independent, impartial, thorough and effective investigation without delay in order to
identify and find all the perpetrators of this assassination, to shed light on the
circumstances and motives of this crime and to bring those responsible to justice, in

accordance with the law.

On Wednesday, September 2, 2026, in the morning, the lifeless body of Marc
Nzikobanyanka, 60 years old, was discovered in the Kanyangwa River, at the foot of

Gishubi Hill, in Gishubi commune, Gitega province.

According to eyewitnesses to this macabre discovery, Marc Nzikobanyanka's body
had wounds suggesting that he was stabbed before his body was thrown into the river
to disguise the crime as drowning. The circumstances and motive behind the crime
remain to be established. Two suspects, Jean Bosco Ndayishimiye and Lévis
Nimbona, were apprehended as part of the investigation aimed at establishing the
circumstances and motive of the crime. They were placed in police custody pending

investigation.

SOS-Torture Burundi calls on the competent authorities to promptly connduct an
independent, impartial, thorough and credible investigation in order to establish the
circumstances and motive of the crime, to identify and locate all those involved in the

facts and to bring those responsible to justice, in accordance with the law.

The organization recalls that those arrested in connection with the investigation are
entitled to all procedural guarantees provided for by law, which must be scrupulously
respected. In particular, they benefit from the presumption of innocence and their

placement in police custody must comply with the time limits and conditions provided
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for under the Code of Criminal Procedure, including the right to be informed of the
reasons for their arrest, to be assisted by a lawyer, to communicate with their
relatives, in accordance with the law, and not to be subjected to torture, ill-treatment

or any form of coercion.

2. Violation of the right to physical integrity

- On Thursday, September 3, 2026, in the morning, Claude Nahimana, aged 38 old,
was found unconscious and locked in a bag, in a eucalyptus woodland located on the
hill of Mubuga, in the commune and province of Gitega.

According to local administrative sources, Claude Nahimana had been violently
beaten before being abandoned in the wild..The exact circumstances of this attack,

as well as its motive, remain to be established.

Two suspects, Joél Nizigiyimana and Clovis Ntahimpera, brother of the victim, were
arrested and taken into police custody for investigation. However, their possible
involvement in the facts will have to be established in full compliance with due process

guarantees and the principle of the presumption of innocence.

SOS-Torture Burundi calls on the competent authorities to open an independent,
thorough and credible investigation without delay in order to establish the
circumstances and motive of the attack on Claude Nahimana, to identify and find all
those involved in this violence and to bring those responsible to justice, in accordance

with the law.

The organization also urges the authorities to ensure respect for the rights of those

arrested, including their rights to defence and a fair trial, throughout the proceedings.

Ultimately, the cases documented during this period illustrate the persistence and

worrying recurrence of crime in Gitega province, where serious violations of the right
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to life and physical integrity continue to be recorded. The recurrence of this violence
calls on the competent authorities to strengthen crime prevention, to conduct
independent, impartial and effective investigations into every reported violation, and to
ensure that all alleged perpetrators are brought to justice in accordance with the law.

The fight against impunity remains essential to ensuring the effective protection of
populations in distress and preventing the recurrence of such violations.

SOS-Torture/Burundi was initiated with the aim of informing national and international
opinion about the serious human rights violations underway in Burundi through
monitoring reports, particularly on torture, arbitrary arrests, enforced disappearances,

sexual violence and summary executions.

This initiative to inform about the realities of the country followed the carnage of a
hundred people killed during the day of December 11 and December 12, 2015 by police
and soldiers under the pretext of pursuing rebels who had just attacked military camps

located on the outskirts of the capital

The affected areas are said to be protest areas of President Nkurunziza's third term,
namely Musaga, Mutakura, Cibitoke, Nyakabiga, Jabe, the last two being located in

the center of the Bujumbura City Hall.




